BUS STOP RELOCATION
Bus Stop Relocation

Existing Bus Demand

Despite popular belief, the site has not housed a bus station since
Southdown Motor Services/Stagecoach sold it off in 2006, when
it was deemed no longer operationally necessary and ceased
being used as a bus station, office and bus garaging.

The results of surveys undertaken show that over a typical daytime
period, over 80% of buses that stop at the site use 2 out of the 4
bus stops available. One of the bus stops is used by less than 5%
of buses (5 across the entire daytime period) and it is apparent
that services could be consolidated and the bus stop provision
made more efficient, with a requirement for 3 bus stops proposed
in future.

It was agreed by the owner of the site at the time that East Sussex
County Council and the bus companies could, on a temporary
licence basis, continue to use the tarmac areas of the bus station
for dropping off and picking up passengers only.
The former bus station facilities have since been let to various
tenants including a café, a charity literature company, a builder
for the storage of materials and a warehouse for furniture.
It has been known for fifteen years that the bus pick up and drop
off facilities on site were being provided on private land on a
temporary legal basis and that a more permanent solution was
required. The licence can be terminated by either side giving the
other 70 days’ notice.
Generator Group has commissioned Caneparo Associates to
undertake a review of possible locations in Lewes town centre
for the re-provision of the bus stops currently on site and this is
being shared for comment as part of the public consultation. The
Applicant has also considered, as part of this exercise, whether
the bus stops could be retained on the site, but this would not be
practical or commercially viable.
To assist studies into the bus stop relocation, the Applicant
has undertaken detailed surveys of the existing site and bus
operations. This has been supplemented by discussions with
East Sussex County Council who has also provided further bus
information.

Benefits of relocating the bus stops

East Sussex County Council has confirmed bus services are
running at full capacity and a consultation has recently been
undertaken as part of the Government strategy ‘Bus Back Better’
to understand views on how services can be improved. It is
anticipated that feedback from the consultation will inform future
aspirations for the reprovided bus facility and its capabilities.

Appraisal Criteria
The appraisal of alternative locations
identifies a number of sites for the bus
stops, using different criteria such
as accessibility to the town centre,
residential amenity, the quality of
facilities that could be delivered and
whether the land is public owned.
The appraisal process is ongoing
with South Downs National Park
Authority, East Sussex County
Council and other stakeholders, and
will form part of a future planning
application.
The options assessed in relation to
the site are outlined on the map to
the right.

• Opportunity to secure a permanent home for bus services
within the Council’s control, rather than relying on private
land on a temporary arrangement.
• New facilities could be provided including restrooms and/or
a café.
• Unlock development of the existing site for sustainable
development, new homes and small businesses.
• Create a new active and enhanced town centre frontage with
landscaping and public realm that will greatly enhance and
benefit the local area and local residents.
Proposed Bus Stop Locations
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